Timeline: What caused the Genocide against the Tutsi?
Justice in Rwanda
was dispensed by
the traditional
Gacaca courts

The Belgians say that Hutu
and Tutsi are two different
races and introduce ID cards
in 1930s that permanently
divide the groups.

Tutsi chiefs controlled areas of
Rwanda on behalf
of the King

The Rwanda people are
made up of Hutu, Tutsi
and Twa groups. They
share a common language, traditions and
customs. They intermarry.

A Tutsi rebel invasion
led to the government
killing 14,000 Tutsi
inside Rwanda

The Belgians rewrite history
to back up their claims that
Tutsi were superior to Hutu...and therefore should
rule on their behalf

By the 19th century
a ‘Mwami’ (King) of
Rwanda ruled a
sophisticated and
organised nation

1800s

The Interahamwe sets up
roadblocks to stop Tutsi
from fleeing. Thousands
are targeted as the killing
spreads

In 1959 Hutu extremists attacked Tutsi
after rumours that a
Hutu politician had
been killed by a
Tutsi.

The Belgians believed that
the Tutsi were superior to
the Hutu. They tried to
prove it by measure the size
of skulls.

1900
After the First World War
Rwanda was ruled by Belgian under a mandate from
the League of Nations

1950

1960

In 1957 The Parmehutu
(Movement for Hutu
Emancipation is founded
by Gregoire Kayibanda

Parmehutu said that the
majority Hutu should
rule

1990-94 A magazine, ‘Kangura’
and radio station, RTLM, issue
racist propaganda against Tutsi
Habyarimana continued
to discriminate against
Tutsi people

In 1973 Habyarimana
replaces Kayibanda as
President as Rwanda

1970
In 1962 Rwanda
became independent

Tutsi who remained
in Rwanda were
discriminated against

In 1890 Europeans decided that Germany should
take over Rwanda
Tutsi are described as
‘cockroaches’
The Germans did not directly
rule Rwanda but relied on
the government already
there to collect taxes for
them

In 1992 Extremists in the
Hutu government like
Theoneste Bagosora
trained and armed local
groups called
‘interahamwe’

The government limited
the number of Tutsi in
schools, university and
the civil service

Opposition political parties are banned and Tutsi
members executed

1980

1990
A civil war started in 1990
between those Tutsi who
had fled in 1959 and the
government

The 1993 Arusha Accords
promised peace between rebel Tutsi and
the Hutu govt

Soon the extreme
elements of the arm
and interahamwe
were on the streets
killing Tutsi and
moderate Hutu on
lists

President
Habyarimana’s
plane is shot down
on April 6th 1994

1994
The moderate Hutu PM is
murdered. 10 Belgian
soldiers are also killed by
Hutu extremists. Belgium
pulls her troops out

The UN reduces the
number of troops in
Rwanda.

Hutu extremists refused
to accept peace and
shared government

They began to plan the
genocide.

Between April and July 1994
a million men, women and
children are murdered

